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Illinois—Shelby M. Cullom. their do be guided by Th it and ordered by Thy will.
Indiana—David ie and Daniel W. Voorhees. Be the God of ttus nation! Rule u in the hearts of our rulers!
Jowa—William B. on and John H. Gear. Satisfy our people with good things, temporal and spiritual; and
Kansas—Lucien Baker and William A. Peffer. . may all men learn to praise Thee fo ‘or the riches of grace in Christ

Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

The CLERK. Representatives-elect, under the provisions of the
Constitution of the United States, this is the hour fixed by law
for the meeting of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
fourth Congress of the United States of America. The Clerk of
the House of Re?resentatives of the Fifty-third Congress will
read the names of those whose credentials show that they were
regularly elected to this bo&%m pursnance of the laws of their

tive States and of the United States. As the roll is called,
wing the alphabetical order of the States, those presant wﬂl
please answer to their names, that we may discover if there is a
quorum present.

Kmtudr%v—_vloseph C. 8. Blackburn.
Maine— William P. Frya and Eugene Hale.
Maryland—Charles H. Gibson and Arthur P. Gorman.
Massachusetts—George F. Hoar and Henr, X{Cahot Lodge.
Michigan—Julins C. Burrows and James McMillan.
Minnesota—Cushman K. Davis and Knute Nelson.
Mississippi—James Z. George and Edward C. Walthall
Missouri—Francis M. Cockrell and George G. Vest.
Montana—Thomas H. Carter and Lee Mantle.
Nebraska—William V. Allen and John M. Thurston. ' fi
Nevada—William M. Stewart.
New Hampshire—William E. Chandler and Jacob H. Gallinger.

U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

New Jersey—William J. SGwall and James Smith, jr.
New York—Edward Murphy, jr
North Carolina—Marion utler and Jeter C. Pritchard,

The roll was called, showmg the presence of the following-
named Members and Deleg'a.

North Dakota—Henry C. Hansbrough and William N. Roach. | oo . stanings. mmgh R

Oregon—Goorge W. McBride and Jobm F. MitehelL Gastts X Bathima: e el
n—George cBride and Jo e : oseph Wheeler

PennsyhamaEMntthaw S. Quay. Jarnos B. Cobbi e Sf;’“" W. Underwood.

Rhode Island—Nelson W. Aldrich and George P. Wetmore. s KAN ey

South Carolina—Benjamin R. Tillman, S anpL D ook i Hugh A Dinsmooe.

South Dakota—James H. Kyle and R. F. Pettigrew. Thomas C. McRae.

Tennessee—William B. Bate and Isham G Harris. CALIFORNIA.

Texas—Horace Chilton and Bm

Vermoni—Justin S. Morrill field Proctor.

Virginia—John W. Daniel and Thomas S. Martin.

Washington—Watson C. Squire and John L. Wilson.

West Virginia—Stephen B. Elkins and Charles J. Faulkner.

Wisconsin—John L. Mitchell and William F. Vilas.

Wyoming—Clarence D. Clark and Francis E. Warren.
HOUR OF MEETING.

On motion of Mr. COCKRELL, it was

John A. Barham.
Grove L. Johnson.
Samuel G. Hilborn.
James G.

E. Stevens Henry.
Nehemiah D. Spe

Engene F. Loud.
James MeLachlan.
William W. Bowers.

COLORBRADO.
Johm C. Bell.

CONNECTICUT.

Charles A. Russall.
Ebeneger J. Hill.

DELAWARE.

Jonathan 8. Willis.

“mmtthMQGMyMsdmmhno'Mm FLORIDA.
NOTIFICATION TO THE HOUSE. Stephen M. Sparkman. Gnonmghmm M. Cooper.

Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following resolution; which was

; John W, Maddox,

considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: smin E. RusselL Thomas G. Lawson.

R That the Seeretary inform the House of Representatives that a Char - Crisp. Tate

norum thaSennwisnssm{hled and that the Senate is ready to proceed LWLFMIT;? t.m. .rGC.lal.n.ck
o busin Charles L. Bartlett 7 2

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. IDAHO.
Mr. VILAS submitted the following reaolntlon. which was con- Edgar Wilson.

sidered by unanimous consent, and ILLINOIS.

Resolved, That a committee consisting of two Bemtnrﬁ appainted, to . Frank Aldrich. Joseph G. Cannon.
1ginsuchmmitbeeumybe &hythaﬂoumorm tatives, %ﬁﬂ:hm[:urimsr Vespasian Warner.
waitupon the President of the United States and inform him that a gno- Lawre E. ann. J hV. Gm

rum of each House is assembled, and that Congress is resdy to receive any Charles W. Woodman.
communication he may be pleased to make. George E. Whits Finis E. Dmm

By unanimous consent, the Vice-President was authorized to

appoint the committee on the part of the Senate, and Mr. ViLas ‘Albert fgo kins. geul;oﬁ‘ #::ih’
and Mr. ALLISON were appointed. R.H grlamdo ?uﬁre!l
RECESS. el Rerve YB:‘;:‘W Bt
On motion of Mr. HARRIS, the Senate took a recess for one INDIANA.
hour; and at the expiration of the recess (at 1 o’clock and 30 i’;‘é‘;ﬁﬁ'ﬁi’“ﬁ'ﬁ" g mﬁ%mﬂ
i 3 . 5 A
mmnbes .m.) reassembled. g o JBM& )
RMAN. Imove that the Senate adjourn. i e B WAt W. Steela.
The motaon was agreed to; and (at 1 o’clock and 31 minutes Jeosse F: Drf:i%t
.m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Tuesday, December o e Yoysa.
E, 1895, at 12 o’clock m. Charles L. Henry. S
Samuel M. Clark. John A.'T. Hull.
. g BHﬁ i Elﬂhﬁn P. Hspbu.ru.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Updegraft. Jomathan B Dolliver.
Robert (. Cousins. Kkins,
MoNDAY, December 2, 1895, John P. Lacey s s
This day, in compliance with the provision of the Constitution, Richard W. Blu S c[,' arles Curtiy
the members-elect of the House of %ﬁmenmnves of the Fifty- Case Broderick W. A. Calderhead.
fourth Con assambled in their and at 12 o’clock m. were g-é‘%&ﬂg’;m ot e Pf‘u:"g
called to order by Mr. James KERR, Clerk of the last House. 2 e EENTUCKY. 5
The CLERK. Chaplain of the last House will offer prayer. John K. Hendrick. Willlsn O Owens:
Rev. E. B. Bagny offered the following prayer: John D. Clardy. James B. McCreary.
Almighty God, whose kingdom ruleth overalll Aswe meet to- W. Godfrey Hunter. Samuel J. Pugh.
gether in the halls of legislation we would first unitedly take Thy JWPEI%YEE:‘;;& N e AL
name upon our li d mknowledge our de de‘nce upon Thee. Albert 8. Berry.
Thou art our fa God; and we extol Thou art our LOUISIANA.
God; and we praise Thee. Thou hast never dealt 80 bountifully Aﬂnlfh Meyer. Henry W.(
with any other nation. The lines have fallen to us in pleasant Charles F. Buck. Samuel M. Hobertson.
places; and we have a goodly heritage. Wae call npon our souls MAINE.

gnii all that is within us to bless and praise and magnify Thy
oly name.

Graciously bless, we beseech Thee, the President of the United
States and h:.s Cabinet, the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, and all that administer the affairs of this nation. May

AUTHENTICATED
GPO

Thomas B. Reed.
Nelson Dingley, jr.

Joshua W. Miles,
William B. Baker,
Harry W. Rusk.

Beth L. Milliken.
_ Charles A. Boutelle.
MARYLAND.
John K. Cowen.
Charles E. Coffin.
George L. Wellingtom
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Ashley B. Wright.
Frederick H. Gillett.
Jmefﬂh Henry Walker.
Lewis Dewart Apsley.
William 8. Knox.

W. H. Moody.

William E.

John B. Corliss.
George
Alfred es. *

Henry F. Thomas.
William Alden Smith.

David D. Aitken. Samuel M. Stephenson.
MINNESOTA.
James A. Tawney. Loren Fletcher.
James T, 4 Charles A. Towne.
Joel P. Heatwole. Frank M. Eddy.
Andrew R. Kiefer.
MISSISSIPPL
John M. Allen. John 8. Williams.,
John C. Kyle. Walter M. Denny
Thomas C. James G.
Hernando D. Money.
MISSOURI
Charles N. Clark. William M. Treloar.
Kﬁﬂ;lag&erl( Dockery Charles F. J.
2 5 rles .
George O. Crowther. Seth WCobg,
John C. Tarsney. John H. Raney.
David A. De Armond. Norman A. Mozly.
John P. Tracy. les G.
Joel D. Hubbard.
MONTANA
Charles S. Hartman
NEBRASKA.
Jesse B. Strode. J.
David H. Mercer. m E. Andrews.
D. M ohn. Omer M.
NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Cyrus A. Sulloway. Henry M. Baker.
NEW JERSEY.
C. Loudenslager. James F. Stewart.
John J. Gardner. Richard Wayne Parker.
jamin F. Howell. Thomas McEwan, jr.
¥e Charles Newell Fowler.
NEW YORK.
Richard C. Frank
Dennis M. Hurley. N. thwick.
Francis H. Wilson. David F. Wilber.
Israel F. Fischer. M. Curtis.
Charles (. Bennett, Wallace T. Foote, jr.
Ji R. Howe. Charles A. Chickering.
Franklin Bartlett. James 5, Sherman.
James J. Walsh. Gﬂa)g? ‘W. Ray.
ry C. Miner. Theodore L. Poole.
William Sulzer, Sereno E. Payne.
rge B. McClellan., Charles W. Gillet.
Richard C. Shannon. James W. Wadsworth.
Lemuel E. Quigg ry C. Brewster
Philip B. Low. Rowland B. Y.
n L. les Daniels.
amin B. Odell, jr. ‘Warren B. Hooker.
Jacob Lefever.
NORTH CAROLINA.
Harry Skinner. James A.
Fred. A. Woodard. A, C. Shuford.
John G. Shaw. Romulus Z. Linney.
William F. Strowd.
Thomas Bettle.
NORTH DAKOTA.
Martin N. Johnson.
OHIO.
Charles P, Taft. David K. Watson.
Jacob A. BromwelL Stephen B. Harris.
Paul J. Sorg. 8. Kerr.
Fernando C. Layton. Henry C. Van Voorhis.
Francis B. De Witt. Lorenso Danford. -
George W. Hulick. A 8.
George W. Wilson. bert W. Tayler.
Luther M. Strong. Stephen A. Northway.
James Harding Southard. Clifton B.
Lucien J. Fenton. Theodore E. Burton.
Charles H. Grosvenor.
OREGON.
Binger Hermann. ‘William R. Ellis.
PENNSYLVANIA.
Galusha A. Grow. Ephraim M. Woomer.
George F. Huff. James H. Codding.
Henry H. Bingham. ick (. Leonard.
Robert Adams, jr. Monroa H. Kulp.
Frederick Halterman. Thaddens M. Mahon.

John E. Reyburn.
red C. %
John B. Robinson.
- Irving P. Wanger.

Joseph J. Ha;
tine J.

[ N

Charles N. Bramm.

Melville Bull

Matthew Griswol

Charles W. Stone.

Willism C. Arnold.
RHODE ISLAND.

‘Warren O. Arnold.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

William Elliott.
W.Jasper Talbert.
Asbury C. Latimer.
J.Stanyarne Wilson.

Robert J. Gamble.

William A. Jones.

D. Gardiner Tyler.
well

William R. McKenney.

Claude A. Swanson.

Bamuel C. Hyde.

Blackburn B. Dovener.
Alston (. Dayton.

Thomas J. Strait.
John L. MeLanrin.
J. William Stokes.

BOUTH DAEKOTA.
John A. Pickler.

ARIZONA.
Nathan O. Murphy.
NEW MEXICO.
Thomas B. Catron.
OKLAHOMA.
Dennis T. Flynn.

UTAHR. .
Frank J. Cannon.

The CLERK. The Clerk desires to state for the information of

members-elect that the

roll as called is complete with the

tion of the Tenth district of the State of New York and the district

of the State of Nevada,

credentials from those districts not hav-

ing yet been filed with the Clerk. The Clerk also desires to pre-

sent for the information

manent record, a tabulated statement showing the changes
have occurred since the re,

fourth Congress; and he

RECORD.

of the House, and in order to make a per-
ar election of members of the Fifty-
that the same be incorporated in the

The statement is as follows:
List of changes since the regular election of the Fifty-fourth Congress.

District.

Date of

vacancy. \Name of successor.

Name.

l“ifteei:th Pennsyl-

Myron B. Wright*....| Nov.13,1804 | James H.Codding.

Vania.
Tenth New York....| Andrew J. Campbell*| Dec. 6,1894| A.J.Cum

Tenth Ilinois........| Philip 8. Post®*.._._...| June 6,18M | George W.

Third Michigan ... Julins C, Burrowst...| Jan, 23,1805 | Alfred Miloes.

Tenth Georgia....._.| James C. C. Blackt..__| Mar. 41805 | James C. C. Black.
1895 | W. H. Moody.

Bixth Massachusetts| William Cogswell*.._| May 22, .H.
F.Remann®........... July 14,1885 | W. F. Hadley.

Eighteenth Ilinois. .

* Died.

+ Resigned.

The CLERK. It appearing that 341 members have answered to
their names, a quorum of the House is present. The first and
only business now in order is the election of a Speaker to preside
over the deliberations of the Fifty-fourth Congress. , Nominations

are now in order,

Mr, GROSVENOR. Mr.Clerk,I have the honor to present the
name of Hon. THOMAS BRACKETT REED, a Representative in this

body from the State of Maine, for the office of Speaker.

ap

[Loud

lanse.l{
. SAYERS. Mr, Clerk, I have the honor to place in nomi-

nation for the same office Hon. CaarLES F. CRISP, a Representa-
tive from the State of Georgia. [Loud applause.]

Mr. KEM.

Mr. Clerk, I have the honor to nontinate for the

office of Speaker Hon.Jorxr C. BELL, a Representative-elect from

the State of Colorado.

The CLERE. Arethere any other nominations? [A pause.] If
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not, the nominations are now closed. The Clerk requests that
Mr, Hopkixs of Illinois, Mr. Loup of California, Mr. CATCHINGS
of Mississippi, and Mr. ERDMAN of Pennsylvania act as tellers
during the choice of %geaker, as the rules require that the election
shall be viva voce. e gentleinen named will please take their
places at the Clerk’s desk.

The roll call will proceed; the names of members-elect will be
called alphabetically.

The tellers having taken their places, the roll was called with
the following result:
For Thomas B. Reed, of Maine—240.
Acheson, Din ) Hyde, Prince,
Al Do].ﬁl:gl.', Je Pugh,
Aitken, Doolittle, Johnson, %Ezg.
Al Dovener, Johnson, Ind. ey,
Anderson, Draper, Johnson, N. Dak. Ray,
Andrews, Eddy, Joy, Reeves,
Apsley, Ellis, Kerr, Be{}mm.
Arnold, Pa. Evans, Kiefer, Robinson, Pa.
1d, BR. Fairchild, Kir Royse,
twooci. Faris, Knox, Russell, Conn.
Avery, Fenton, Kaulp, Sauerhering,
Babcock fischer, Lacey, nton,
Baker, Md. Tletcher, Lefever, Bettle,
Baker, N. H Feote, Leighty, Shannon,
Bar Y Leisenring, Sherman,
Barney, rowler, Slmg?ns.
Barrett, Gamble, Lewis, Bmith, I
Bartholdt, Gardner, Linney, Bmith, Mich.
Beach, Gibson, Linton, Snover,
Bennett, Gillet, N. Y. Long, Southar
Bing Gillett, Mass. er, Southwick,
= Qras, Amg, Spalding,
Black, riffin, Loudenslager, Y
Blue, Griswold, Low, Steele,
Boutells, Grosvenor, Mahany, Stephenson,
Bowers, Grout, Mahon, Stewart, N. J.
wster, Grow, Stewart, Wis.
adley, McCall, Mass. Stone, C. W,
Bromwell, Hager, MecCall, Tenn. Stone, W. AL
Brosius, [ainer, Nebr. McCleary, trode,
Brown, Halterman, McClure, B
Brumm, Hanly, MeCormick, Sulloway,
Bull, Hardy, McEwan, Taft,
Baurrell, Harmer, MeLachlan, Tawney,

n, Mo. Harris, Meiklejohn, Tayler,
Barton, Ohio Hartman, Mercer, T
Calderhead, Hatch, Miller, Kans. Towne,

Heatwole, Miller, W. Va. Tracewell,
Chickering, Heiner, Pa. Milliken, Tracy,
Clark, Iowa Hemenway, Milnes, Treloar,
Clark, Mo. Henderson, inor, Wis. Updegraff,
Codding, Henry, Conn. Mondell, Van Voorhis,

ffin, Henry, Ind. oody, ‘Wadsworth,
Colson Hepburn, Morse, Walker, Mass,
Connolly, H Mozly, Walker, Va.
Cook, Va‘ia. Hi Murphy, Wanger,
Cooke, I1L Hil Noonan, ‘Warner,
Cooper, Wis, Hil, Northway, ‘Watson, Ind.
Corli Hitt, Odell, ‘Watson, Ohio
Cousins, Hooker, Otjen, ‘Wellington,
Crowther, Ove| te,
Crutnp,I Eowoh :nrkar‘ Wilber,
Curtis, lowa owell, 'ayne, illis,
Gurtis Kaps.  Hub pearson, Wilson, Idaho
Curtis, N. Y. Huff, Perkins, ‘Wilson, N. Y.
Dalzell, Hulick, Phillips, ilsom,
Danford, Huling, Pickler, ood,
Danials, Hull, Pitney, ‘Woodman,
Dayton, Hunter, Poole, ‘Woomer,
De Witt, + Hurley, Powers, Wright.

For Charles F. Crisp, of Georgia—295.

Abbott, Downing, McGann, Sorg,
Allen, Ellett, Va. McKenney, Spar
Baliley, Elliott, 8. C. McLaurin, Spencer,
Bemki - Erdman, McMillin, 8
Bartlett, Ga. Hall, cRae, Btokes,
Bartlett, N. Y. Harrison, Meredith, Strait,
Bell, Tex. Hart, Meyer, Sulzer,
Berry, Hendrick, igs. Bwanson,

, Ga. Jones, Miner, N. Y. Talbert,
Buck, Kendall, Money, Y ey,
Catchings, Kyle, Moses, Tate,

3] ¥ Latimer, Neill, Tucker,
Cobb, Ala. WSO, Ogden, Turner, Ga.
Cobb, Mo. Layton, ¥ Tu{:rar. Va

Ty ns, s

Cooper, Fla. Little, Patterson, gﬂerwood..
Cooper, Tex. A dleton, ‘Walsh,
Cowen, Loc] Richardson, Washin
Cox, Maddox, Robhins, Wheeler,
Crowley, i Robertson, La. Will.lnma
& ot ellan, ank. a gﬂaon‘ [+8

nny, cCreary, Russell, Ga. oodard,
Dinsn{ 'HcGBll;cil. Bayers, Yoakum,
Dockery, McDearmon, W

i For John C. Bell, of Colorado—6.

Baker, Kans. Kem, Skinner, Strowd.
Howard, Shuford,

For David B, Culberson, of Texas—I1.

Crain.
Mr. HOPKINS (the roll call having been concluded).

Mr,

Clerk, on behalf of the tellers appointed to canvass the vote for

' Speaker, I am directed to report that they have
tally, with this resnlt: Whole number of votes cast

eed in their
; of which

number THOMAS B. REED, of Maine, has received 240, CHARLES F.
Crisp, of Georgia, 95; Jonx C. BELL, of Colorado, 6, and DAvID
B. CuLBERSON, of Texas, 1.

The CLERK (having restated the rtof the tellers). Inaccord-
ance with the result as reported by the tellers, the Clerk announces
that Mr. THOMAS B. REED, a Representative from the State of
Maine, having received a majority of all the votes cast, is dul
elected Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fo
Congress. [Loud and long-continued applanse.] Mr. Crisp of
Georgia, Mr. GrROSVENOR of Ohio, and Mr. BELL of Colorado are
designated to conduet the Speaker-elect to the chair. .

Mr. REED, on appearing with the members designated, was
greeted with loud applause, which was renewed when he ascended
to the chair, ;

The CLERE. Mr. HARMER, a Representative-elect from the State
of Pennsylvania, being the member present who has served longest
continuously as a Representative in this body, is designated by the
Cilertl.t to administer the prescribed oath of office to the Speaker-
elec

The oath of office being administered by Mr. HARMER,

The SPEAKER addressed the House as follows:

GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: It will not
be unbecoming in me, I hope, if I acknowledge to this assembly
that it is very agreeable to me to stand once more in the place
which I left four years a.%o Of the past, however, I not
speal, for the past speaks for itself [applause] in terms more fit-
ting and ap'gro?riate than any words which could come from my
lips. Nor shall I speak of the future, for we are not now putting
off the harness, but putting it on. Yet I think I may venture to
say of the future, in the light of the past, that if we do some
things which for the moment seem inadequate it may be that
time, which has justified itself of us on many occasions, may do
so again. Those who have acted with wisdom heretofore may be
fairly expected to act with wisdom hereafter.

I am sorry to say that the pleasure associated with the honor
you have bestowed on me, an honor which no American citizen
can fail to appreciate and for which I give thanks, is but for the
t@ilJ.oment, while the cares and responsibilities extend over many

ays.

So far as the performance of my duties affects the whole people
of the United States, I invoke their considerate judgment. So far
as it affects the members of this House, I ask from both sides of
the Chamber that cordial cooperation without which I can not
hope to succeed, assuring them that no effort on my will be
spared to aid them in the performance of their duties by that
entire impartiality which is their just due. [Loud applause.]

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS,

The SPEAKER then administered the oath of office, the Mem-
bers and Delegates presenting themselves, as their names were
called by States, in the area in front of the Speaker’s desk, and
taking the oath required by law.

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, Mr. NEWLANDS of Nevada, has
been duly elected to the Fifty-fourth Congress as a Representative
from that State; but owing to some cause, which is unknown to
him, the credentials have not been forwarded and filed with the
Cler?k, so that his name has necessarily been left off the roll. Iask
unanimous consent, in view of the facts, that Mr, NEWLANDS be
now permitted to take the oath of office, notwithstanding the
absence of his credentials.

The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the request of the gentle-
man from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, from the Tenth district of the Stata
of New York Mr. CummiNGs has been elected to fill a vacancy
occasioned b{death. The local canvassing board has certified the
result, but the State board has not yet met. Mr., CoMMINGS is

resent, and I ask unanimous consent, there being as I understand
it no question of contest, that the oath of office be administered
also to him, in order that he may take his chances with other mem-
bers present in the drawing for seats soon to take place.

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that there is no ques-
tion as to the election. Is there objection?

Mr.DINGLEY. Onemoment, Mr.Speaker. Iunderstand that
there is no contest or question respecting the election?

Mr. CRISP. I am so informed.

Mr. DINGLEY. On that statement, I think there will be no
objection.

The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the request of the gentles
man from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Mr. S
name called during the roll, and
this time.

Mr. GROUT. I also desire the same privilege.

The SPEAKER. Any other gentlemen who may be present,
but did not respond when their States were called, may now pre-

er, I was unable to hear my
ask that I may be sworn in at
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gent themselves, and the oath of office will be administered to
them at the same time it is administered to the gentleman from
Nevada [Mr. NEwLANDS] and the gentleman New York
[Mr. Cr.mumu;s]i.Il

The swearing in of members was then concluded.

ELECTION OF CLERE AND OTHER OFFICERS.

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of complet-
ing the organization of the House o! Beapresantativea, I offer for
immediate adoption the resolution I send to the desk.
~ The Clerk read as follows:

e o Tt Ths Hooms of Baprmmiattet
are’ chosen Clark o & Houss of n ves;
Ti:—‘ E‘i{i’ml}n t!;; Rﬁsseu. o ﬂl;jswmhlig, and he is hereby, chosen Ser-
resentatives;
::anm:g_mmﬂ:a OJ . G%ntﬁuoz ;.)he_ gf 1;;; of Ne\; t’iifork. be, and he is hereby,
ouse resentatives;
'ﬁﬁ% Jo:%;hm(y}}.mﬁgmmg.or the Stntapot Ohio, be, and he is hereby, chosen
Postmaster of the House of Representatives; and
That Henry M. Couden, of the State of Michigan, be, and he is hereby,
chosen Chap! of the House of Representatives.

Mr. SAYERS. Mr. Speaker, I offer a substitute for the resolu-
tion just read, which I ask to be considered at this time.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That James Kerr, of the State of P 1vania, be, and is hereby,
chosen Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fourth Congress;

That Herman W. 8now, of the State of Illinois, be, and is hereby, chosen Ser-
geant-at-Arms of the House of resentatives of the Fifty-fourth Oon.ﬁreas;

That Alvin B. Hurt, of the State of Tennessee, be, and is hereby, chosen
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fourth Congress;

That J’gfm T. Ross, of the State of Maryland, be,and is hereby, chosen Post-
master of the House of Representatives of the J-Equrth Congress; and

That the Rev. Edward B. Bagby, of the State ot be,and is i:erehy.
chosen Chaplain of the House of Representatives of the Fifty-fourth Con-
gress.

The question being taken on the substitute offered by Mr.
SAYERS, it was rejected.

The original resolution offered by Mr. GROSVENOR was adopted.

The SPEAKER then administered the oath of office to the
officers-elect of the House of Representatives.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Cox, its Secretary, informed
the House of Representatives that the Senate had passed the
following resolutions:
Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives thata
uorum of the Senate is assembled, and that the Benate is ready to proceed
business.
Also:
Resolved, That a committee consisting of two Senators be appointed to
1gin such committee as may be agpoint.ed by the House of resentatives
wait upon the President of the United States, and inform him that a
quorum of each House is assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive
any communication he may be pleased to make. .
e Vice-President appointed as said committee Mr. VILAS and Mr.

ALLISON.
NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT.

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following resolution; which
was read, considered, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to inform the President of the United
States that the House of Representatives elected THoMAS B. REED, a
resentative from the State of Maine, Speaker, and Alexander McDowell, a
citizen of the State of Pennsylvania, Clerk of the House of Representatives
of the Fifty-fourth Congress.

The resolution was agreed to.
NOTIFICATION TO THE SENATE.
Mr. DALZELL submitted the following resolution; which was
read, considered, and agreed to:
Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate to inform that bod.
quorum of the House of Representatives hasassembled; that THoMAS B. REED,
& Representative from the State of Maine, has been elected er, and

Alexander McDowell, a citizen of Pennsylvania, Clerk; and thatthe House is
ready to proceed to business.

COMMITTEE OF NOTIFICATION.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolution which I send
to the Clerk’s desk. .

;P |

that a

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York offers a res-

olution, which will be reported to the House.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That a committee of three be a; inted by the Speaker th
Eﬂ of the House of Representatives to j:‘}igo the comymjtte_e a poin:‘.):d og

ei}mﬂ: of the Benate to wait on the President of the Uni States and
notily him that a quornm of the 4wo-Houses has assembled, and that Con-
gress is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to make.

The resolution was to; andin accordance with the terms
thereof the Speaker appointed Mr. PAYNE, Mr. CANNON of llinois,
and Mr. Crisp,

THE RULES. :

Mr. CANNON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolution
which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered, the rules of the House of Repre-

sentatives of the Fifty-first Congress be adopted as the rules of the House of
Bepresentatives of th); Fifty-fourth Conxr&

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker— =

Mr. CANNON of I1lincis. Iyield tothe gentleman from Georgia.

Mr. CRISP. I have no desire to debate the proposition, but I
should like to ask the gentleman from Illinois a question. :

Mr. CANNON of Illinois. Certainly.

Mr. CRISP. Since the Fiftieth Congress there has been no
proposition of this sort submitted to the House. Prior to and in-

cluding the Fiftieth Congress it was customary, upon the assem-

bling of each House, to adrf'g; the rules of the preceding House
until otherwise ordered. t proposition was departed from in
the Fifty-first Conﬁress, and has not obtained since that time,
either when that side was in the majority or when this side was
in the majority; and the only question which I desire to ask the

ntleman is—so that the House may have some information nupon
the subject—whether it is intended that the House shall have an
opportunity, by a report from the Committee on Rules, to pass
upon the rules which are to be adopted for the government of the

ouse, or whether, simply by a motion of this sort at this time,
without a report, we are to adopt rules which are to obtain during
the remainder of the session?

Mr.CANNON of Illinois. Iwillsaytothegentleman from Geor-
gia that the House finds itself now without rules, except those that
mightobtainasbeing ordinarily apﬁlicable toparliamentary bodies.
It seems to me desirable that the House should adopt rules for its
guidance, I will say to the gentleman, however, that opportunity
will be offered for the amendment of these rules hereafter.

Mr.CRISP. Mr. Speaker, with the permission of the gentleman,
the only point is this—the gentleman sees it well enough—thatthe
adoption of this rule, or this motion, at this time, puts it in the
power of the majority of this House, or of a majority of the Com-
mittee on Rules, to preclude the discussion of the question after-
wards at any time during the existence of this Congress. The
gentleman understands that. .

Mr. CANNON of Illinois. In reply to the genfleman——

Mr.CRISP. One moment. The purpose I had in view was
simply to find out whether, if we should agree now—of course we
may have to agree whether we wish to or not—but if we should
voluntarily agree now that this rule should be adopted, whether
it is understood that at an early day we shall have a report from
the Committeeon Rules on the question of rules? If that be true,
of course that will bring up the whole question, and will give any
member on this side the right. if he chooses to exercise it, to criti-
cise the rulesand to offer asubstitute for them. Now, withoutsuch
an understanding, the adoption of this order or resolution at this
time absolutely destroys the right of any man to object to any one
of these rules at any time, or to have an opportunity, without the
assent of the Committee on Rules and the majority of the House,
to make any objection.

Mr. CANNON of Illinois. In reply to the gentleman I will
state that the Fifty-first Congress, after great consideration,
adopted rules with which it was content, acting through a small
majority. Later on the Fifty-second and the Fifty-third Con-
gresses, in process of evolution, adopted rules that were satisfactory
to the majority of the House in those two Congresses. Now,ifis
evidently proper, as anybody can see, that at the earliest possible
moment, if it is practicable to do so, rules should be adopted for
the guidance of the House governing the introduction of bills
and many other things, so that we may proceed in an orderly
manner, for the convenience of members on both sides. It is en-
tirely within the powerof the majority to change the rules at any
time, and to amend; and while I donot desire to make an agree-
ment about the matter—it being entirely in the power of the ma-
jority—I do say to the gentleman that asI understand there is no
objection on this side of the House to the proposition that later
on opportunity be given for the gentleman from Georgia %
Cnxsl‘?:f, or other members, to be heard touching the rules &
should govern this House by way of amendment.

Mr. DINGLEY. My, Speaker, if the gentleman from Illinois
will pardon me—

Mr. CANNON of Ilinois. Certainly.

Mr, DINGLEY. I desire to know whether it is not the pur-

, 80 far as it has been communicated upon this side of the
ouse, that these rules, at the proper time, shall be referred to the
appropriate committee, and reported back, with such amendments
as may be thonght proper, giving ample opportunity for gentlemen
upon the other side to move any amendments to the same that they
may see fit?

Mr. CANNON of Illinois. Oh, certainly; as I understand if.

Mr. CRISP. My point is simply this: So far as Tam concerned,
I do nof wish in any way to interfere with the adoption of tempo-
rary rules. I mere 1\;‘;iesire to have the right at some time to crit-
icise the rules, if it be devmed desirable to do so.

The resolution was agreed to.

DAILY HOUR OF MEETING.

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Speaker, I offer the following resolution,
and ask for its adoption. y
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The Clerk read as follows:
That until otherwise ordered the
Hm;lrﬁantnﬁves shall be 12 o'clock
The resolution was agreed fo.
DRAWING OF SEATS.

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I believe the nsnal formal reso-
lutions completing the organization of the House have been
adopted; and asitis understood that the message of the President

not be sent in to-day, there is ample opportunity for the draw-
ing of seats. In order toreach that business, I offer the following
resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the House do now proceed to draw seats for Members aad
Delegates of the present Congress in pursuance of Rule XXXII of the last
House, and when names of members absent from the city or on account of
sickness are called that seats be selected for them by their colleagues.

Mr. McCREARY. Mr. Speaker——

Mr. DINGLEY. I yield a moment to the gentleman from

Kentucky.

MrlggCREARY. Mr. S er, I believe it has been the cus-
tom, since the beginning o thaiﬁfty— first Congress, to allow
ex- Speakers of the House of Representatives to select their seats
withount participating in the drawing. I offer an amendment to
that effect.

Mr. DINGLEY. I would to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky that after the adoption of the resolution I have offered it is
customary to ask nnanimous consent that ex-Speakers be allowed
to choose their seats. That has been done by unanimous consent;
and I er that the resolution should be adopted as offered.

oCREARY. I have no objection; and then I will offer
th.ls Dpoalt:lon

'I‘he resolution was to. .

The SPEAKER. The tleman from Kentucky asks unani-
mous consent that ex ers of the House of Representatives be
allowed to select their seats prior 'bo the drawmg That would
mclnda the gentleman from Land the gentle-

Pennsylvania [Mr. GROW]. Iathm objection? [After
]:NThe Chmr hears none, and it is accordingl to.
GLEY. Idesire to make astatement of interest to the
House in reference to the selection of seats. Ordinarily, when the
membership of the two leading parties is nearly equal, the custom
has obtained that gentlemen members of the Republican
for their convenience have selected seats upon the left of the aisle,
and gentlemen of the Democratic p&rg sea.t.s on the right of the
aisle; but at the present time, as e Fifty-second Congress,
there is so great a portion in the number of members of the
two leading parties that it is impracticable, of course, to do this.
It will be remembered by some gentlemen present that in the
Fifty-second Congress, prior to the drawing, an nt was
made that the Republican members should select from this side
of the aisle [standingin the first aisle to the left of the main aisle]
for the first two blocks, that in the last two blocks selections be
made indiscriminately, and that in the aisle to my left, and on all
the other side of the main aisle, the members of the Democratic
should select their seats.

It been , after a conference between gentlemen on
both sides of the House, that the same arrangement reversed, the
political g:ﬂes being now reversed, should obfain at the present
time. conferred with gentlemen upon both sides of the
House, and ially with the gentleman from Georgia [Mr
Cmsr] , and, so far as I know, this arrangement meets with

B

pﬁ;o CRISP. The exact matter as it appears in the RECORD is
as stated by tm::tleman from Maine. As there are only a few
words, [ will

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Bpeaker, I beg to make a statement to the House. An
informal conference between mem on both sides of the House ted
in a suggestion which will be acceptable to members on both sides—thatin the
drawing of seats this side—

That was then the Democratic side—
will take the seats on this side of the aisle and the first block of seats on
the right-hand side of the aisle—

That is, the block in which the gentleman stands—
or opposite, that the ublicans will take the two next blocks of seats and

remaining seats 3

daily hour of meeting of the

the selected as gentlemen may choose on drawing.

That was the a.greement reached at that time. That is the
agreement, as I understand, the gentleman now proposes. So far
as I am concerned, it is antu'ely satisfacto

A MEmBER. Under that rule that side of the House would take
all of that side and the first block on this side to the right of the
main aisle.

Mr. CRISP. The minority, in this case the Democratic party,
would occupy first, exclusively, these two blocks of seats, and
then the excess of members not so accommodated would take
their chances in the last two blocks. E 3

Mr. DINGLEY. It is simply the plan which was adopted in
the Fifty-second Congress reversed.

party | ting a list of contested-election cases.. Without obj

Mr. CRISP. That is agreeable to gentlemen on this side, so far
as I have been able to ascertain.

Mr. MCcMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, in order that the House ma;
be in full possession of the facts pe to this matter, 1t
not, I hope, inappropmﬁe for me to add to what has been stated

'by the ge lm [Mr. Crisp] and the gentleman
from Maine [Mr. DmGLE t while they have stated correctly
-second Congress, yet, in the suc-

the plan adopted in the
ceeding Congress, when the majority was still a similar
proposition was made by our side, but was obJected to on the
other side because it was claimed that the plan had worked hard-

ship by glnng too great an advantage to the majority. I think
the RECORD will bear me out in that statement.

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to correct my friend
from Tenn%m?em‘%‘he ol)ﬂ:ctwn was not that the pl;: !:!Ra;ivwl;)ﬁked
hardship, bu in succeeding Congress t publican
memb ad largely increased, so that what had been just in
the aec:m Congress was not so in the Fifty-third, because
of the changed conditions.

Mr. M LIN. Imay bein error as to the motive of the ob-
jection, which T have stated only from the impression left on my
mind, but the fact remains that objection was made.

Mr. WILLIAM A. STONE. Mr. Speaker, I desireto correct the
gentleman on one point. The objection came, not from this side
oKfa;];:.s House, but from Mr. SmpsoxN, a Populist member from

Mr. DINGLEY. And the ohJeci:wn was not that the plan had
EOt w]:?;ge% well in the preceding Congress, but that the condi-
ons [

Mr. WILLIAM A, STONE. Itwasan obJectaon that was raised
because gentlemen desired another arrangement.

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. ker, I understand that no objection
is made now to the proposition I have submitted.

The SPEAKER. The arrangement can be carried out by com-
mon consent. Is there objection?

There was no objection.
Mr. DINGLEY. Now, Mr. Speaker, I ask to have Rule XXXII

REPORT OF THE RETIRING CLERK.

The SPEAKER. Before that is done the Chair will submit the
report of the retiring Clerk of the House, with a letter transmit-
tion these
documents will be received and ordered to be prin

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

. I‘{’he letter transmitting the list of contested-election cases is as
ollows:
CONTESTED ELECTION CASES.

Letter from the Clerk of the House of Bmﬁves. transmitting a list of
the contests for seats in the House of tatives of the Fifty-fourth
Congress of the United States.

CLERKE'S OFFICE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D. C., December 2, 1895,
S81r: T have the honor tolay before the House of Representatives a list of
contests for seats in the Honse of Representatives for the Fifty-fourth Con-
Ell':sa of the United St-nt-en. nntmasof which have been filed in the office of the
k of the House, and also to transmit therewith all original testimony,
Srate '}ufudw“mnw mht[ng ﬂfrﬁt?'hm foé]%ws'thm w::tgrmsimul districta,
ate o abama.— Fou an m
State of Georgin.—Seventh Congressional district.
State of Illinois.—Third and Sixteenth Con, districts.
State of Kentucky.—Seventh and Tenth ressional districts.
State of Imiaianu.—ﬁecnnd. Third, and Fifth Congressional districts.
State of Maryland.—Third Congressional district.
State of Missouri—Fifth Congressional district.
Sfateofﬂfmnrgs .—Beventh Congressional district.
State of Nm Yo —Eighth. Ninth, and Twelfth Congressional districta.
State of N ina.—Becond, and Sixth (hngmmiunnl districts.
State of So'n.thaamlnm —First, Third. Bixt.h, and SBeventh Congressional

districts.

State of Texas.—Fourth, Sixth, and Tenth Congressional districts.

State of Virglmm—l"onrth. Fifth, Sixth,and Tenth Congressional districta.

The Clerk tostate that he has opened and printed the testimony
in all the abo vamese 0&:{ mthamnmtﬁmtha1hird0mmﬂml
district of Nlinois, Hugh p vs. Lawrence E. McGann, the ny
not being filed within tima required by law.

Also in the contest from the Third onal district of Louisiana, Tay-
lor Beattie vs. Andrew Price, the beshmouh.;n! notall being filed at the time fixed
for the opening of the same, as req by law, viz, August 15, 1805. The
case was continned and t.eahmony remains nn

ot of Ncﬁork J.

Alsc in the wnbee:t from the ma:?;o
e Nin ngressional
Min

Mitchell w. Jsmos.l W

g . Campbell vs. H,enry C. er. Inneitherof themcases
has the contestee filed any testimony, and the testimony of the contestants
having been filed after the time required by law the Clerk did not think it

T to testimony in either case, but to submit the same for the

prope; n the
cansidmt?g: of the House.
In the Twelfth Co ional district of New York, R. A. Cheesebrough va.
e B. onal district of Mississt , Al

, and

George B. McClellan; the SBeventh Congressi
M. Newman vs. J. G. Spencer, and the Fourth Bmﬁesdmai district of Texas,
J. H. Davis vs. D. B. Culberson, there are filed with the Clerk' notices of con-
test, together with copies of the answers of conmtms. m the affidavit of
the contestee in each case that no testimony has been tak

In complisnce with the act ﬁpmved Marc.h 1887, matitted ““An act relat-
i‘:ﬁ to contested elections,” porttmm of the mony in the above cases

th the exmptionﬂ raferrad to) as th u ar
vm requisit»e numdhn\r':geen
fhrinbad an notices of con’

test and the answers
ereto; and such portions of ony as were not printed, with all the
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original mﬁ;h&m been sealed up and areready to be laid before the Com-
mittes on ons.

Two copies of the printed testimony in each case have been mailed to the
contestant and the same number to the contestee. The law in reference to
the briefs of both the contest contestant in each case has com-

tests; but so far as the briefs have been furnished to the Clerk they are also
ready to be laid before the Committee on ons w the order of the
House, together with a tabulated statement, which hu%n prepared by the
Clerk, sho the number of pages of testimony and the nt status

of
each and eve n

contested-election case, as well as the doclket which has bee:

&?ld with as far as Efjagaibla upon the receipt by the Clerk of said briefs. | kept,and all papers in commection therewith.
ngﬂtu delays in this matter, over which the Ulerk has no control, all of Very respectfully, JAMES KERR,
said efs have not yet been returned to him by the parties to these con- Clevk of the House of Representatives.
- Contested-election cases, Fifty-fourth Congress.
Printed of
et |PEted | Piaindingrect skt
Contestant. Contestee Distriet. mony n}ony -
opened.| Ko, ot ot mota
1 d Alabama .. ool June 24 t. 20 402 2 484
2 Fonrth AlaDama. cceeccueccnccnares June T | July 20 309 115 424
8 Alabama. ... June2t | Oct. 3 562 2 634
4 Ninth Alabama. ... .cccceeeeaneaas June 7 | July 20 o] 20| Lus
5 Seventh Georgia.. June § | July 23 627 189 816
it -| Third Illingis. ... (*) ) (o3 e o7 (R
o} Bixteenth Illinois . June 8 | July 20 109
8 Seventh Kentuciky. June 8 | July 1,010 149 1,159
9 Tenth Kentucky June 10 | July 23 108 3 141
10 Second Louisiana Aug. 24 | Bept. 25 658 113 T
1 Third Louisiana ) () [ I O ST
12 Fifth Louisiang. ... cc.ccmaecnnmcaan Junell | Aug. 9 100 7] 250
13 | William S. Booze Third Maryland. .....ccccmeemacnaas Junel? | Ang. 5 459 78 537
14 | Robert T. Van Horn._. -| Fifth Missouri.... June 24 Aug.m 955 12| 1,019
15 | J. Murray Mitchell* ... : s S Eighth New York. * * * *
16 | Timothy J.Campbell*. Henry C. Miner*__ Ninth New York._. * e * *i *
17 | B. A. Cheesebrough$ George B. McClellan h New York 2 t 1 +
18 Fred. A. Woodard Second North Junell | Aug. 9 4 o7 621
19 Third North Carolina Junell | July 228 243 509
20 Sixth North Carolina Junell | July 23| 396! 102 498
2 First South Carolina. June 15 | July 23 919 28| 1,14
23 South Carolina Junals | Ang. 9 302 385
2 Sixth South Carolina_. Junels | Aug. 5 683 & 765
2 Seventh Sou Junels | Aug. 5 4T2 B8 560
25 - Fourth Texas........... (3) ‘E?) (tﬁ (&3] (¢3)
26 Jo Abbott........ Bixth Texas Junel7 | Aug. b 83 408
o Miles Crowley . ... Tenth Texas._.... Junel? | Aug. 6 155 87 242
28 William R. McKenn Fourth Virginia Junel? | Aug. 9 8T 455 1,249
29 i Virginia._ Junel8 | Aug. 9 145 a2 1T -
30 Sixth Virginia June 18 | July 20 [ Acie 5
il ] TonihV!ﬁzm.;a...- Junels | Aung. 16 583 T4
® Seventh MissISSpDI .- rreoon: ® | o] ol e
12,575 | 8,082 | 15,627
s Con: Con-
Qon- Con- wg&it‘n Con- | on. | testee's | ,Con-  |testant's
testant | ¢octants|  brief testee's | briet | festant
Contestant. Contestee. notified | ™ G sent to | Dotified Wit | sintto files repl
tofile | prief |sentio |“eogg | brief | sentto |y e, | sk
af, St brief. ealank reply. con-

T
EScxacomcsiom

EERERRER

BERBENRREGENS

*Testimony not opened.

tCase considered Aungust 15.

DRAWING OF SEATS.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the rule under which
the House is proceeding.
The Clerk read as follows:

RULE XXXIT—DRAWING OF SEATS.

d Delagates itot.’h Clerk 11 place in bc}y remthraedufmmt
an are sworn in, the P a box, p or

purpcse.annmherofsmailhﬂ]sofmblenrotherm‘hwid ual to the
number of Members and Del tes, W balls shall be conseca num-
« bered and thoroughly intermingled, and at such honr as shall be fixed by the
- House for that purpose, by the hands of a page, draw said balls one by one
from the box and announce the number as it is drawn, upon which announce-

1. At the commen

Testimony not opened. (See records 4 No testimony filed.

ment the Member or Delegate whose name on a numbered alphabe
correspond with the number on the ball shall advance and
seat for the term for which he is elected.

2. Before said dra shall commencs each seat shall be vacated and so
remain until se er this rule, and any seat having been selected shall
be deemed forfeited if left unoccupied before the call of the roll is finished,
and whenever the seats of Members and Delegates shall have bean drawn, no
proposition for a second drawing shall be in order during that Congress.

The SPEAKER. In order to carry out the resolution as to the
selection of seats under the rule, it will be necessary for members
to retire from the body of the Hall.

The members t retired behind the railing.

The SPEAKER. Before the drawing for seats begins the gen-

tical list
choose his
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tleman from Georgia . Crisr] and the gentleman from Penn-
lvania [Mr. GrROW] ,[glr:lo have been authorized by the House to
:{ooae seats in advance, will please make their selections.

Mr. Crisp and Mr. GROW accordingly chose seats. *

The SPEAKER. Members will please remain outside the rail-
ing during the drawing. When gentlemen come inside while the
drawing is in progress there is likely to be misunderstanding as to
what seats are occupied and confusion arises which had better be
avoided. The drawing will now begin.

The drawing of seats was at seven minutes before 2
o’clock p. m., and concluded at thirty-two minutes past 8.

PRINTING OF THE RULES.

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolution which
Isend to the desk.

The resolution was read, as follows:

Ordered, That there be printed for the use of the House 500 copies of the
rules of the Fifty-first Congress.

The resolution was adopted.
g Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now ad-

ourn,

The motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly (at 3

o’clock and 85 minutes p. m.) adjourned.

PUBLIC BILLS.

Under clause 8 of Rule XXITI, bills of the following titles were
introduced and severally referred as follovss:

By Mr. LINTON: A bill (H. R. 1) to reclassify railwag postal
clerks and prescribe their salaries—to the Committee on the Post-
Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. ALDRICH: A bill (H. R. 2) disposing of two condemned
cannon—to the Committee on Mili A ffairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 3) to provide for the relief of and dis-
abled letter carriers—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-

Roads.

Also, a bill (H. R. 4) making ineligible for appointment as as-
signee or receiver officers of corporations engaged in interstate
commerce—to the Committee on Commerce.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, thefollowing petitions and papers
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows:

By Mr. ALDRICH: Resolution of the National Board of Trade,
asking Congress to a law making officers of public corpora-
tions inehigible for receivership—to the Committee on Commerce.

SENATE.
TUESDAY, December 3, 1895.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MiLeUrN, D. D.

GEORGE (GRAY, a Senator from the State of Delaware, JoaN M.
PALMER, a Senator from the State of Illinois, and JoEN P. JONES,
a Senator from the State of Nevada, appeared intheir seats to-day.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

Mr. T. O. TowLEs, the Chief Clerk of the House of R nta-
tives, appeared below the bar of the Senate and delivered the fol-

lowing message:

Mrﬁ’rexident, I am directed by the Hounse of Representatives to
inform the Senate that a quorum of the House of Representatives
has assembled; that THOMAS B. REED, a Representative from the
State of Maine, has been elected Speaker; that Alexander Mec-
Dowell, a citizen of the State of Pennsylvania, has been elected
Clerk, and that the House is ready to proceed to business.

Also, thata committeeof threehasbeen appointed by the Speaker
on the part of the House of Representatives, tojoin the committee
nfﬂpointed on the part of the te, to wait on the President of

e United States and notify him that a quornm of each of the two
Houses has assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any
communication he may be Eleased to make; and that Mr. PAYNE,
Mr. Caxnox of Illinois, and Mr. Crisp have been appointed such
committee on the part of the House.

NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT,

Mr. Viras and Mr. ALnisoN, the committee appointed in con-
junction with a similar committee of the Honse ﬁpresentatives
to wait upon the President of the United States, appeared below
the bar, and

Mr, VILAS said: Mr. President, the committee appointed to
wait upon the President of the United States and inform him that
a quorum of each of the Houses of Congress has assembled and is
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to make,

have performed the duty assigned them, and were rquested by
the President to give his respectful salutation to the Houses of
Congress and to say that he will immediately communicate to
each House a message in writing.

PRESIDENT’'S ANNUAL MESSAGE.

Mr. O. L. PRUDEN, one of the secretaries of the President of the
United States, appeared below the bar, and said:

Mr. President, I am directed by the President of the United
States to deliver to the Senate a message in writing.

The message was received from the secretary and handed to
the Vice-President.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the Senate the
ﬁsagedof the President of the United States, which the Secretary

read.
5 ]'E'he Secretary (Mr. WiLLiaM R. Cox) read the message, as
ollows:

To the Congress of the United States:

The present assemblage of the legislative branch of our Govern-
ment occurs at a time when the interests of our people and the
needs of the country give especial prominence to the condition of
our foreign relations and the exigencies of our national finances.
The reports of the heads of the several administrative Departments
of the Government fully and plainly exhibit what has been accom-
plished within the scope of their respective duties and present such
recommendations for the betterment of our country’s condition as
patriotic and intelligent labor and observation suggest.

Itherefore deem my executive duty adequately performedat this
time by presenting to the Congress the important phases of our
situation as related to our intercourse with foreign nations, and a
statement of the financial problems which confront us, omitting,
except as they are related to these topics, any reference to dep
mental operations,

I earnestly invite, however, not only the careful consideration,
but the severely critical scrutiny of the Congress and my fellow-
countrymen to the reports concerning these departmental oper-
ations. If justly and fairly examined they will furnish proof of
assiduouns and painstaking care for the public welfare. I press
the recommendations they contain upon the respectful attention
of those charged with the duty of legislation, because I believe
their adoption would promote the peo‘_Fle‘ﬂ good.

By amendatory tariff legislation in January last, the Aregenﬁno
Republie, recognizing the value of the large market opened to the
free importation of its wools under ourlast tariff act, has admitted
certain products of the United States to entry at reduced duties.
It is pleasing to note that the efforts we have made to enlarge the
exchanges of trade on a sound basis of mutual benefit are in this
instance appreciated by the country from which our woolen fac-
tories draw their needful supply of raw material.

The Missions boundary dispute between the Argentine Repub-
lic and Brazil, referred to the President of the United States as
arbitrator during the term of my predecessor, and which was sub-
mitted to me for determination, resulted in an award in favor of
Brazil 13;;11 the historical and documentary evidence presented,
thus ending a long-protracted controversy and again demonstrat-
ing the wia%lom and desirability of settlinginternational boundary
disputes by recourse to friendly arbitration.

egotiations are progressing for a revival of the United States
and Chilean Claims Commission, whose work was abruptly termi-
nated last year by the expiration of the stipulated time within
which awards could be made.

The resumption of specie payments by Chile is a step of great
interest and importance both in its direct conﬁuencea upon her
own welfare and as evincing the ascendency of sound financial

rincaiﬁlies in one of the most influential of the South American
ublics.
he close of the momentous struggle between China and Japan,
while relievin%the diplomatic agents of this Government from the
delicate duty they undertock at the request of both countries, of
rendering such service to the subjects of either belligerent within
the territorial limits of the other as our neutral position permitted,
developed a domestic condition in the Chinese Empire which has
cansed much anxiety and called for prompt and careful attention.
Either as a result of a weak control by the central Government over
the provificial administrations, following a diminution of tradi-
tional governmental authority under the stress of an overwhelm-
ing national disaster, or as a manifestation upon opportuni
of the aversion of the Chinese population to all foreign ways an
und ings, there have occurred in widely separated provinces of
China serious outbreaks of the old fanatical spirit against foreign-
ers, which, unchecked by the local authorities, if not actually con-
nived at by them, have culminated in mob attacks on foreign mis-
sionaé? stations, causing much destruction of ﬁfmperty, and at-
tended with g:.lmonal injuries as well as loss of life.

Although but one American citizen was reported to have been
actually wounded, and although the destruction of property ma
have fallen more heavily upon the missionaries of otgler natio
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